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“I Hope You Know” 

        

 

Within the pages of Acts 16, you see the power of the gospel 
changing the lives of one precious soul after another.  When 
the gospel changed the life of one, from there the lives of 
many more were changed.  One which stands out is the 
conversion of the Philippian jailor (Acts 16:30).   The 
earthquake which released the prisoners (Acts 16:26) could 
have lead to the death of the jailor, actually lead him to 
dying to sin instead of dying by the sword.  All of these 
events could not be denied and thus lead to the magistrates, 
the government of the city, calling for Paul and the rest of 
his companions to leave quietly.  The want from worldly 
powers threatened by faith, for faith to fade to the 
background, has always marked the landscape of history.  
 

What reminds us today in the midst of any persecution, is 
the refusal to fade to the background without faith.  Paul 
resisted a quiet departure, “They have beaten us openly, 
uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And 
now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come 
themselves and get us out” (Acts 16:37).  Through our 
conviction of faith, our greatest need for today is to be 
defined by our dependence on God.  It wasn't until the 
message of Jesus reached the point where it began 
interfering with the preferences of others and challenged 
them because of their unscrupulous ways, that the message 

of Jesus became a problem (Acts 16:19).  
 

The world can accept a faith that does not interfere with 
decisions, desires, or direction of life.  “Give me salvation 
and you keep commitment” is the mantra of today’s 
perception of faith and Christianity.   Sadly, the church has 
been all too willing to accept this as their role of faith with 
an impotent influence in the world.  Our recent days have 
lead us to a widespread debate over whether or not opposite 
genders may utilize the restroom of another.  We’ve so 
diluted the notion that drawing lines is wrong, insensitive, 
and damaging, that we are now actually struggling to say 
there should be a difference between who can use a men’s 
room or ladies’ room.  While we’re debating as a society 
what bathroom to use for the transgendered community,  

members of this community are living lives wherein 
they are 20x’s more likely to commit suicide.  
“Professing to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things” (Romans 1:22-
23).   
 

What the world needs now is not a debate over the 
bathroom but a dependence on the “Bridegroom” as 
the One and only who can deliver us from the 
destruction of a world captivated under the darkness 
of the deceiver and liar of old, Satan himself.  Just as 
Paul appealed to his Roman citizenship to advance the 
cause of Christ (Acts 16:38), so to should we avail 
ourselves of every privilege of being able to speak for 
our Lord and for His sake in this age.  Don’t buy into 
hijacking of the political system as though there 
remains some hope for it to be our salvation.  
Christianity is not about rioting, it's about reasoning.  
It's not about going quietly, it's about going 
convincingly through every step of life and with every 
intent of glorifying the Lord.  I hope you know, our 
persuasion is not found through wanting to win, our 
persuasion is found in pointing lives to the Savior who 
has already won and gained the victory for those who 
are His.   



Ladies’ Day  
Centerville Church of Christ  

April 23, 2016  

Mothers and Daughters 

Who Are Cornerstones 
ò...that our daughters may be as corner 
stones, polished after the similitude of 

a palace.ó 
Psalm 144:12  

Speaker:  Clara Shannon 
Registration:  9:00 A.M.  

Program:  9:30  
Concludes With Lunch at 11 A.M.  

Sign -Up In The Lobby,   e-mail  
    tammy@centervillechurchofchrist.org,  
Or call the church office at 931 -729-4201. 

Hello from the hill!  Hopefully everyone has 

been enjoying this spring weather.  I would 
like to remind everyone that this Sunday 
evening we will worship at Camp.  I hope 
you are planning on coming.  There will be 
hotdogs, chips and drinks provided by 
Team Harvest.  If you could bring a sweet 
treat to share with others that would be 
great.  Plan on coming early to look around 
camp, visit the Spring House, or take a 
walk to the Chapel in the Woods.  Also, if 
the weather cooperates this week, there 
will be a new basketball goal  up by this 
weekend.  If you see Susan or Matthew 
Dotson around, give them a thank you for 
this gift to Camp.  Thank you also to Craig, 
Misty, Brian and Sandy for having the 

Senior High to Camp for the Fireside 
Sunday night.  I am thankful that Camp 
Meribah is loved by so many. 

See you Sunday on the Hill , 

                          Derek  

ANOTHER PACKED LIGHTHOUSE… Thanks to Brett 
& Heather Martin and Ray & Shelda Qualls for 
hosting a fantastic night with so many Junior and 
Senior High here.  It was also nice to see so many 
visitors, keep inviting!  It was a treat as well to 
have Austin Painter join us from Freed-Hardeman 
to spend some time visiting and talking with our 
youth about their future plans. 
 
BACK TO THE 50s WAS SO, WELL... GROOVY!  What 
a wonderful evening together as we took the time 
to tell our Golden Agers how much we appreciate 
their support and example.  We enjoyed a delicious 
meal catered by Fish Camp while Griffin Elkins, 
Johnny Emler and Lucas Redden had a band that 
played the hits from the 50s.  Next we had our 
competitive Bingo game followed by some of the 
best entertainment performed by our youth 
group.  Thanks to Troy & Kim Bates for the tasty 
meal, Mike & Regina Elkins, Heather Martin, and 
Misty Shelton for their hard work in the kitchen 
and clean up, and the youth group for the hours of 
work they put into the night being such a success! 
 
SPARKS & INTERMEDIATES… We leave on 
Saturday at 1:00 to go to Above All Trampoline 
Park and plan to return no later than 6:00.  Cost is 
$10 per jumper and a parent permission form must 
be signed before jumping (I will have those on 
Saturday).  If you are planning to enjoy this 
afternoon with us, please sign up in the foyer or let 
me know by Thursday morning so I can turn in an 
accurate number going to secure our spots.  It will 
be a fun time together, I hope you plan to join us! 
 

ALWAYS A BLESSING TO BE AT CAMP MERIBAH!  We had that 
opportunity this past Sunday night with the Senior High Fireside. The 
burgers and sides were perfect thanks to the hosting of Brian & Sandy 
Qualls.  Thanks as well to Derek & Rachel Newsom for joining us  and 
all the hard work they put into keeping Meribah beautiful.  We enjoyed 
some time to play basketball, volleyball and just sit and talk.  We 

ended the night with our continued challenge to be disciples.  We 
revisited John 1:38 and the question Jesus asked, “What are you 
seeking?”  We must continue to reevaluate what we are seeking and 
decide to let others see and understand that is our priority.  In Mark 
10:46-52, Bartimaeus wanted nothing more than for Jesus to see him 
no matter who told him to be quiet.  May we always let our Christianity 
be seen wherever we are and whomever we are with.  May there be no 
question who we devote our lives to while offering opportunities to 
invite others to join the path.  What are you seeking?  Whatever that 
is, you will eventually find it.  I pray that what you are seeking comes 
with an eternal reward….  
 
follow His path, -Craig 
 

 

April 20  

SENIOR SUNDAY 

PACKETS DUE 

 

April 23  

SPARKS & 

INTERMEDIATES  

ABOVE ALL 1-6 

 

April 24  

EVENING 

WORSHIP AT 

CAMP MERIBAH  

 

April 27  

LIGHTHOUSE  

5- 7 

Bailey Gilbert  

 

SUMMER CAMP 

APPLICAITONS 

available online or 

at the Youth News 

Board! 

The Scholarship Committee 
expresses... thanks to each student 

who made application for a Centerville 
Church of Christ scholarship prior to the 
April 10, 2016 submission deadline. 
Applications for the 2016-2017 academic 
year closed on April 10, 2016. 



  CONTRIBUTION  
        $ 14,701.77  
           BUDGET      

$ 12,784.oo  
  Camp Meribah  

           $ 266.00  

Home: Priscilla Barber, Mary Helen Barber, 
Fronia Nash, Georgia Moss, Alvitea Sunder, 
Martha Jo Wallace,  Willie B. Coates, 
Sammye Elrod, Charles Minick,  Dorothy 
Easley, J.W. & Sue Roder, Troy Parks.  

The following are recovering from surgery 
or dealing with an illness: Sally Chessor, 
Claud Teet, Georgia Moss, Bonnie Runions, 
John Ed Hooten,  David Poff, Amy Hill 
Bethea, Martha Minick, Calvin Cuthbert, 
Christian Schmid, Nathan Hubbard, Jack 
Lowery, Jace Conley, De’Jay Sanders, 
Gabriel Roberson, Gerdi Beaman, Sheryl 
Elkins, Richard Tate, Henrietta Rochelle, 
Jeff Denton. 

Please Pray For:  

To Sing !   

May 1, 2016  

Sunday   
2-3 P.M.  

  TRC ROTUNDA 
Join us as we praise God in song. 
Freed-Hardemen University/
Dickson will host an area-wide 
singing May 1st at 2 P.M.  Area 
churches and individual Christians 
are invited to participate in 
congregational singing in the 
Rotunda of the Renaissance Center 
in Dickson. Don’t miss this 
opportunity for fellowship and 
worship.  

òSing unto the Lord for He hath done 

excellent things.ó (Isaiah 12:5)  
...a donation has been given to the 
church from the estate of Edward 
Loveless. A member of the 
Centerville Church of Christ since 
1948, Mr. Loveless taught bible 
classes, served as a Deacon and 
was the church  Treasurer for 34 
years. We appreciate this donation.  

...Judy Simmons, mother-in-law of Helen 

Simmons, is in Vanderbilt due to 
complications from surgery.  
...Bessie Shepard will have knee  surgery  
Monday, April 25th at Williamson Medical 
Center. 
...Jerry Bates had a heart ablation on April 
18th at Vanderbilt.  
...Jeff Denton is recovering from surgery.  
...Susan Campbell (daughter of the late 
Carmack Skelton) and cousin of Bill & Joy 
McDonald, has been diagnosed with brain 
and lung cancer. She is a  member of the 
Spring Meadows Church of Christ.   
…Edith Talbert is recovering from surgery 
at home. 
...Dot Ervin has requested prayers  as  she 

is dealing with ovarian cancer. She lives in 
McMinnville, Tennessee.  
...Carolyn Stoltz, mother of Melissa Qualls 
and Helen Simmons, is in St. Thomas West 
with heart problems.   

The Richard Canady Family writes: 

“Saying “thank you” does not 
begin to express our appreciation 
for the care, concern, kind words, 
wonderful meal, beautiful wind 
chimes, and especially the prayers 
given on behalf of our loved one, 
Richard Canady. Please know of 
our love for you all, and we ask for  
your continued prayers in the days 
to come. In Him…”  
Guy Barber writes:“To my church 
family, Thank you so much for the 
many birthday cards I received on 
my 81st birthday. You are all 
special to me.” 

 Memorial  

  Sympathy  
...We extend our deepest sympathy 
to the family of David Bentley who 
passed away. He was the father of 
Mark (Lori) Bentley and the 
brother-in-law of John & Wanda 
Givens. To all the children, 
grandchildren, all family and 
friends, we extend our deepest 
sympathy.  

hThank You ! 

GOLDEN AGE BANQUET 2016 



Place 

Stamp  

Here  

  To Read Scripture 
April 24  Griffin Elkins 
May 1     Jeremy Qualls  

Elders’ Prayer 
April 24 

Mike Elkins 

Prayer Week of April 24  
 

 S.M.W.                                         S.M.D  
     Daniel Dressler                        Ethan Skelton                           

    S.E.W.                                           S.E.D.  
Wayne Chessor                               Eric Nash                                     

  W.E.B.S.                                         W.E.D.                                                                      
Mike Plunkett                               Riley Qualls                   

Wait on Table  
 

4th Sunday 
Clay Chessor 

  

Area Events:    Spring Sing at the White Bluff Church of Christ, 
Sunday, April 24, 2016 at 7 P.M.  4416 Hwy. 70E, White Bluff, TN.  
...AGAPE Family Reunion Picnic  Saturday, June 11, 2016. 11 A.M. 
till 2 P.M. Edwin Warner Park (Shelter 5) 50 Vaughn Road, 
Nashville, Tennessee  37221  Bring lawn chairs and blankets and 
enjoy free Martin’s BBQ! Bring a change of clothes so the kids can 
play in the creek! Fun and games for everyone in the family! This 
special day is for us to gather everyone who has been a part of 
AGAPE and everyone who has been served by AGAPE over the past 
50 years. You can receive you complimentary ticket to AGAPE’s 
Family Reunion Picnic by responding to this invitation by visiting 
www.agapenashville.org/50years.  

In honor of Mother’s Day: We would like to honor all 
Mothers on Sunday, May 8, 2016 by recognizing all babies 
born since Mother’s Day 2015. Please  email a picture of 
your baby  to tammy@centervillechurchofchrist.org.   


