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“I Hope You Know” 

        

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always 

in every prayer of mine making request for you all with 
joy” (Philippians 1:3-4).  Can you think of a more 

thoughtful and generous verse of thankfulness?  There’s 
no better blessing than family.  When counting my 

blessings, I cannot contain the joy the Lord has brought to 
my heart with the blessing of my family.  He blessed me 

with a godly home and near perfect childhood, with the 
exception of my brother, it was perfect.  He brought my 

Mendy into my life and the blessings have not stopped.  

The Lord has blessed us with the Centerville church and 
the joy of knowing God’s people in this place is a treasure 

to us.  I think of the joy which comes by preaching and the 
encouragement you give for preaching.  I think of the joy 

which comes by the fellowship of those who listen and 
encourage the preaching of the word of God.  But there is 

a point made beyond that of the family of fellowship, and 
that point is one of focus.  Paul was intent of thinking 

beyond his struggles and hardships and placing his focus 

on something more than the plight of his life.   
 

Paul remembered others.  When tempted to think of the 
struggles you face in your life, remember those who have 

endured like you have endured, and  in all honesty, have 
endured more than you have endured.  Remember them 

and how they have inspired you in your life.  There is such 
power when we look beyond the hardships of our past and 

present and draw power from the people we love and 

admire.  Don't forget, this was a man, sitting in the all too 
familiar place of prison, writing a word of joy to those who 

were his most beloved in his heart.  That’s true power of 
the mind being stronger than the moment.   

 
Paul prayed for others.  Can you imagine the power of 

prayer in your life and in the lives of others if you commit 
to praying for your family, your friends, those in your 

fellowship of life and work and worship?  There is no  

We know God is going to be a great force in our 
lives, because of the reason He saved us, “being 

confident of this very thing, that He who has begun 
a good work in you will complete it until the day of 

Jesus Christ;” (Philippians 1:6).  How many projects 
have you started and not finished?  How many 

projects have you intended to begin but just never 
did?  God is not the tentative worker or the 

uncommitted Lord.  His intent and desire is to see 

your life given to Jesus Christ and grow with and in 
Jesus Christ, until the day comes when the Lord 

returns to this world and delivers His people to 
their eternity He has planned!  Look at the 

emphasis, “will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Philippians 1:6).  Faith is not to be seen as 
tentative, something you turn to when convenient.  
Faith is to be that force in your life you allow to 

consume everything you are and transform you into 

who God wants to you to be.  I hope you know this 
is the work God is willing to work in us if we are 

willing to walk with Him.   

means of measure of how greater our community 

and the lives of those we love will be when we 
commit to prayer for their sake.  When you 

consider the greatness which comes through the 
power of prayer and the wonders God can work 

through His power, we may be overlooking our 
most critical tool in our possession.   



December Celebrations 

 OUR SERVANT SATURDAY was well attended by 
some dedicated workers!  We were able to rake, 
leaf blow, and de-stick 5 good size yards.  Thanks 
to all who worked so hard and had some fun 
while doing it.  Thank you as well to those who 
loaned us rakes and equipment for the day.  A big 
thank you to Derek & Rachel Newsom, Marty 
Smith, and Misty for helping with all the work too.  
 A FEW EVENTS COMING OVER THE NEXT 
FEW DAYS… THURSDAY brings us another Junior 
& Senior High Prayer Breakfast.  We will begin at 
7:00 and finish up by 7:30.  Transportation will be 
provided to school at 7:30.  This week waffles are 

on the menu prepared by Chef Marty Smith and 
yours truly… FRIDAY brings a basketball 5th 
Quarter.  Because of decorations for Church for 
the Holidays, we will have the 5th Quarter at 
Camp Merbiah.  We will begin right after the 
game and finish up around 11:30.  Invite others 
to join us for friends, food, and fun times 
together!.. SUNDAY following Church for the 
Holidays, we will go on our annual shopping trip.  
We will leave at 2:00 and return around 7:00.  
Bring some money to shop, for supper, and 
especially some extra dollars to group together to 
buy for our angels. 
 THE MONTHLY BIBLE STUDY will be a 
special one next Monday night for both groups at 
the Newsoms. The Dotsons and Newsoms have a 
treat for those who attend.   
 A SPECIAL LIGHTHOUSE TOO!  Danny & 
Melody Skelton will host our Lighthouse next 
Wednesday beginning at 5.  Also, it will be a 
unique night  as Ben Selbe from FHU in Dickson 
will be with us for the evening.  Plan now to join 
us and invite others to come too! 
 CAMP SNOWBALL IX IS GETTING 
CLOSER!  Applications are now available at our 
youth page on the website or on the Youth News 
Board as well.  Cost is $55 with  deadline to have 
these back by December 21.  We can’t wait!        
Follow His path –Craig 

December 4 

 Prayer 

Breakfast 

Jr. & Sr. High 

Lighthouse 

7:00-7:30 

 December 5 

 5th Quarter 

Camp Meribah 

After game-

11:30 

 December 7 

 Christmas 

Shopping 

Jr. & Sr. High 

2:00-7:00 

 December 8 

 Bible Study 

Guys & Girls 

@ Newsoms 

6:00-7:00 

 December 10 

 LIGHTHOUSE 

With FHU 

Hosted by 

Danny & Melody 

Skelton 

5:00-6:45 

 December 12 

 Jr. High Big 

Fun 

Christmas 

Fellowship Hall 

6:00-8:00 

 December 13 

 Breakfast 

With Santa 

Sparks & 

Intermediates 

8:00-10:00 

 December 14 

 Sr. High 

Progressive 

Dinner 

4:00-10:00 

PLAN NOW 

Dec. 28-30 

CAMP 

SNOWBALL  

Church For The 
Holidays 
Worship 9 A.M. 

Sunday, December 7, 2014 
CHRISTMAS & NEWCOMERS 

LUNCH  
Immediately Following Bible Class  

  in the Fellowship Hall at 11 A.M.  

 Followed by Special  

Christmas Program   

Presented By:   
Flatt Rascals   

Afternoon Devo. No P.M. Worship     

John T. & Wanda 
Givens 

Married 55 Years 
December 31, 2014 

James & Tommie  
Gadberry 

Married 51 Years 
December 27, 2014 

Jim McCord 
81 Years Old 

December 27, 2014 

Bobby & Betty Breece 

Married 50 Years 
December 26, 2104 

Thank you to Steve Clinkenbeard for the donation to Summer Camp 
of his entire Centerville Alderman pay.  We appreciate Steve’s 

support of our Summer Camp and his generous donation! 



CONTRIBUTION  
    Nov. 23        $13,819.40  
 Nov. 30          $11,171.90  

   BUDGET      
$ 13,276.00  

  Camp Meribah   
  Nov. 23     $ 196.50  
Nov. 30   $ 184.65  

The following are recovering from 

surgery or dealing with an illness:          
 Melvin & Felicia Roberson, Sheryl 
Elkins, Rachel Bradley, Melvin & Felicia 
Roberson, Glenda Teet, Margie Claud, 
J.B. Quillen,  Samantha James, Martha 
Leath, Batton Springer,  Roger Dotson, 
Amanda Mathis, Richard Tate, Amanda 
Cannon, Henrietta Rochelle, Jeff 
Denton. 

. . . R a c h e l  B r a d l e y  i s  h a v i n g 

chemotherapy treatments for cancer. 
She is the  daughter-in-law of John & 
Debbie Bradley. Please remember this 
young wife and mother in your 
prayers. 
...James Dawes, father of Suzette 
Potts, suffered a heart attack and is in 
a hospital in Huntsville, Alabama. He is 
improving daily.  
...Ruby Springer is in Vanderbilt 
Hospital Critical Care suffering with 
cancer.  
...Margie Copley is recovering at home 
from a hand injury due to a fall.  
...Lucille Breece is recovering from 
surgery for a broken hip in St. Thomas 

Hickman Hospital.  
...Corene Allen spent a couple of days 
in Williamson Medical Center dealing 
with diverticulitis. She returned home 
on Monday.  
...Barbara Baker is dealing with health 
problems. 
...Becky (Myatt) Starks is in Methodist 
LeBonheur Hospital in Memphis 
suffering with neuropathy. She is a 
relative of Margaret Yates.  
...Margie Claud will have hip surgery 
December 12th.   
…Donna Roberts, daughter of Shelia 
Sandefur is in Vanderbilt Hospital with 
shingles and heart problems.  

Sympathy 

Thank You Please Pray For:  

Memorial  

...a Memorial has been given to the 
Mable Dunn Mission Fund in 
memory of Hedwig Pilcher and 
Beverly Bruno by Doug & Maxine 
Shepherd.  
...a Memorial has been given to the 
Camp Meribah Scholarship Fund in 
memory of Mary D. Wilkerson by 
Mike & Belinda Potts.  

Area Events:  
...Gospel Meeting at the Shipps 
Bend Church of Christ December 7-
10, 2014.  Speaker: Tom Holland  
Sunday A.M. Worship: 9   Bible 
Study: 10 A.M. Lunch served at 
11:30 A.M.  Sunday Afternoon 
Service : 1:30 P.M. Monday—
Wednesday Evenings: 7 P.M.  

...We express our sympathy to the 
family of Ruth Skelton who passed 
away. To her son Danny (Melody) 

Skelton, grandson Matthew (Kim) 
Skelton, Ethan Skelton and 
granddaughter Meghan (Ben) 
Lampley, and great grandchildren 
we extend our deepest sympathy.  
…We express our sympathy to the 
family of David Baker who passed 
away. To his wife Paulette, 
daughters Lisa Hellman and Beth 
Baker, son Davy and his 
grandchildren Marley Baker, Loren 
and Kole Hellmann we extend our 
deepest sympathy.  
...We express our sympathy to the 
family Jenny Burton who passed 
away. She was the daughter-in-law 

of Carl & Faye Burton.  
...We express our sympathy to the 
family of Paul Batey who passed 
away suddenly. He was the 15 year 
old son of Teb & Kari Batey, a 
former youth minister of the 
Centerville Church of Christ.  

The Family of Francis Harris writes: 

“Dear Friends, Many thanks for our 
meal following the funeral for 
Frances Harris. The food was 
exceptional, especially for those who 
had not had good home cooking in a 
while! The visitation and fellowship 
with friends was so heart warming. 
May God continue to bless the church 
at Centerville ! “ 
Alice Coble Holbert, Virginia C. 
England,  Dot C. Tittsworth 
Robert & Kristie McAlister write:  
“Thank you all for the prayers, cards, 
and phone calls during my recent 
surgery. The Dr. says my new 
defibrillator has a 10 year battery. 

Special thanks to our son Bryan for 
being there as always. In Christian 
Love…”   
Mina Dressler writes: “Dear church 
family, Thank you for the lovely wind 
chimes in memory of my mother, but 
thank you even more for the cards, 
thoughts and prayers expressed at 
her passing. It is wonderful to have a 
church family that is so supportive 
during this time. In Christian Love…” 
Mary Helen Barber writes:“I would 
like to extend many thanks for the 
birthday cards, gifts, dinners and 
Lonnie Gilliam’s Sunday School Class 
for their special greeting. This makes 
my birthday special. “ 
Alisa Harrington writes:“Thank you 
so  much for the visits, cards and 
phone calls. Your prayers are greatly 
needed and I thank you for them. 
I’ve had a very hard time lately so 
love and prayers have gotten me this 
far. God bless and again thank you.” 
Mattie Ayers writes:“Thanks to 
everyone that sent me birthday 
cards, food, and for the phone calls. 
Thanks to everyone who has helped 
me do things I couldn’t do for myself. 
I will never forget the love people 
have shown me. In Christian Love….” 
Marie Bates writes: “I would like to 

thank everyone for the calls, cards, 
food, and visits while I have been 
sick. Thank you for being so nice.” 

Christmas Day Meal 
The Centerville Church of Christ has 

been asked to provide cookies/
brownies (No Nuts Please), 6 pies/

cakes, 3 gallons of sweet tea, 2 
unsweet, for the Christmas Day 

Meal. Please sign up in the lobby. 
Thanks !!   

Colorado Christian Services is a non-
profit, licensed, adoption agency that 
has assisted in building nearly 1,200 
families (including families in our 
congregation) since opening in 1963. 
CCS is supported by churches across 
the United States and is able to serve 
others only through the generosity of 
fellow Christians who believe in the 
sanctity of life and the strengthening 
of families. If you would like to 
support this agency, please give your 
contribution to David Brown or Paul 
Bryant by Sunday, December 14. You 
may also mail your contribution to :  
Colorado Christian Services 
3959 E. Arapahoe Rd. Suite 200 
Centennnial, CO  80122 
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READ SCRIPTURE  
        Dec. 7       James Aydelott 

     Dec. 14    John Alderson  

Prayer Week of December 7 
   S.M.W.                                              S.M.D 

 David Brown                                        Eric Nash       
 S.E.W.                                                 S.E.D.  

      John Bradley                                      Bobby Breece                                                            
W.E.B.S.                                               W.E.D.                                                                

      Brian Qualls                                       Barrett Davis                                                          

Eldersõ Prayer 

December 7 
Bill McDonald 

DECEMBER 
...Dec. 5 Lonnie Gilliam’s Class 
Christmas Party   6:30 P.M.  

...Dec. 7  
y$)63$) '03 5)& )0-*%":4x 

CHRISTMAS & NEWCOMERS 
LUNCH    

In The Fellowship Hall at 11 A.M.  
  (NO P.M. WORSHIP)   

...Dec. 13 Jail Ministry Meal for 
Inmates & Staff 
...Dec. 17  

 Fruit Basket Delivery  
*Please Bring Snacks To Fill the 

Baskets 
 ...Dec. 18   

Big Toy Give-Away at the 

Outreach Center  

...Dec. 24   Christmas Eve 
 NO MESSENGER  

Devotional in the Auditorium 

DECEMBER 25      Christmas Day  
...Dec. 28-30  

Camp Snowball  
...DECEMBER 31  New Year’s Eve  

Those to Serve in December 

Wait on Table  
1st Sunday 

John Plemmons, Jr. 

2nd Sunday 
Dr. Jerry Nash 

3rd Sunday 
Michael Bryant 

4th Sunday 
Craig Shelton 

Left Side 
Danny Skelton 

Thomas Chessor 
Daniel Dressler 
Wayne Chessor 

Right Side 
Eric Nash 

Jim Hudgins 
Alan Potts 
Joey Hunt 
Alternates 

Bobby McFarlin 
David Hudgins 

Servant 

Saturday  

A.J. & Willie B. Coates 
Married 64  Years 

December 25, 2014 
Willie B.  82 Years Old 
 December 30, 2014 

More Celebrations……. 


