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ñI Hope You Knowò 

 

Surveying the landscape of our world, shows us the 

struggle so many are facing where it seems their reflex 
response is to wage some kind of war.  At the forefront of 

our present attention is the war torn area of Iraq.  Over 
the last decade weôve seen that country move through the 

drastic transformation of a dictatorial regime, to a 
democratically elected government, and one now being 

threatened through the divisive and violent mentality of a 
system of faith which is positioned (and prophesied) to 

always be against flesh (Genesis 16:12).  We should be 

renewed in a confidence, not of the power and might of 
manôs prowess, but of Godôs spirit to bring genuine 

revolution to our lives (Zechariah 4:6).   
 

Our 2014 Vacation Bible School focused on the theme, 

ñThe Battle Belongs to the Lord.ò  No man can know the 

mind of God.  In our arrogance we at times assume to 
know the Lordôs mind or believe we can comprehend why 

or how He operates in the manner he does.  We would do 
well to remind ourselves, and the would be critics of the 

world should learn, ñFor My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,ô says the Lord. óFor 

as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your 

thoughtsò (Isaiah 55:8-9).   
 

As we have focused on only three lessons from scripture 
this week, weôve seen the riches of Godôs glory contained 

in them.  The Battle of Endurance is shown to us through 
the Israelites battle with the Amalekites.  Moses showed 

us the humility of asking and inviting help when help was 

needed.  The text reveals the point in detail, but in brief, 
when our arms are weary, those closest to us are able to 
give us the strength and help we need to endure, 
especially when the cause is worth enduring (Exodus 17:8

-16). The Battle of Obedience is fought when we follow 
Godôs plan, no matter how bizarre it may seem to us.  

What commander of an army would believe marching and 

musical instruments would lead to victory?  Joshua did  

The battles, wars, and conquests of Godôs people 

throughout the Old Testament are not a figurative 
or metaphorical record, but an account of the 

history of how the people of God were able to 
prevail through impossible circumstances and 

unfathomable odds.  Was there bloodshed and 
tragedy?  Unfortunately.  But that is the tragedy 

of sin, another point we would do well to 
remember.  There is nothing attractive, delightful, 

useful, or appealing about sin.  Itôs ugly, able only 

to be described with words like slavery, darkness, 
and death.  God has never delighted in the death 

of any soul (Ezekiel 18:32), nor does He desire for 
souls to be trapped in slavery; lost in the 

darkness; and condemned by the death of sin (I 
Timothy 2:4).  The wars, the battles, and the loss 
of life illustrates above all other things, the 
disdain God holds for sin, and the desperate need 

for all to turn and surrender to Him.  I hope you 

know the Lord is ready and able to save all souls 
who come to Him, and He is able to lead and win 

our great battle over sin.   

(Joshua 6:1ff).  The Battle of Faithfulness is 

needed for every life, especially when Godôs 
power and might must be the emphasis behind 

any victory we achieve (Judges 7:1ff).   




