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Preparation. itos t he one
message of Jesus to those who would listen, just before He
makes ready His head and heart the night He would be
betrayed. Throughout that evening, all those you see
taking part in the events of the night were in some way
showing the work and need for preparation. When Mary
made her way to Bethany to anoint the Savior, she had
prepared for that moment, given the expensive nature of
the oil she used to pour on Him (Mark 14:3). As the
apostles sat at the Feast of the Passover, arguing about
who would be greatest, Jesus got up from supper, and His
every movement showed that before one can serve, they
must be prepared (John 13:4). He removed His outer
garment, He put on a towel, He prepared a bowl of water
and towels and began to wash
13:5). Yet before these lessons were shown, the Master,
makes sharing His priority as He speaks to the need for
preparation of every soul.

Jesus begins His teaching by looking to events which would
soon take place, namely the destruction of the temple and
that of Jerusalem. He teaches the need for each one to
prepare for the dispersion and destruction that would
accompany these events (Matthew 24:1 -26). Preparation
for the coming of the Son of Man takes on an emphasis all

its own (Matthew 24:29 -31). Jesus tells they must prepare
for the unknown hour (Matt 24:36 -44); prepare no matter
how long (Matt 24:45 -51); prepare no matter the cost
(Matt 25:1 -13); and prepare no matter your ability (Matt
25:14 -30). Interestingly enough, there nearly every
conceivable person and scenario was considered by Jesus,
and in a brief amount of time He makes it clear, no one is
exempt from the need to make preparation in this lifetime

for the eternity to come. His last word of preparation
before His description of the last day, is of the lasting good

we gain in our hearts through serving.

God calls us into His service through His Son, through the
forgiveness of our sins in baptism, and through the
equipping of the saints for His work (I Corinthians 12:18;
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Ephesians 2:10, 4:11
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makes us worthy to be a part of Him. We are in Him
because it is His purpose (I Corinthians 12:18). We are
in Him because He has prepared us for His works
(Ephesians 2:10). We are in Him so that we might do
our part for Him (Ephesians 4:16). We are in Him to be
perfect in Him (Philippians 1:6). We serve the Master
because there is no greater work this side of heaven
that we might do.

God has so well equipped us that even one talent, one
ability, one opportunity, is enough to please Him.

are made for the work of forever not the work of failure.
Fear prevents many things in our lives. Ultimately, it
prevents us from being able to see our potential in this
lifetime. We fear what others might say or think. We
fear our past sins will catch up to us or just be too
heavy to overcome. Fear causes us to think someone
else is better, can do better, will be better than we will
be able to be at a certain task. Fear leads us to believe
the criticisms of others and to place in our minds
enough doubt so as to make us hide instead of hold our
heads wup in faith to do t
know, there is no greater need in your life than
preparation. There is no greater way to prepare for
eternity than a life of service in Jesus Christ!
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