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“I Hope You Know” I Surrender All

Four letters, arranged in a particular way, can bring about 

not only an array of words, but also of emotions.  “The” 
word, tells us, when the right words are fitly spoken, they 

are like “apples of gold in settings of silver” (Proverbs 
25:11).   

N.I.C.U. - These four letters, when arranged in this order, 
strike a fear and a desperation into the heart of a parent, 

undeniably real and in moments, seemingly unbearable to 
stand.  In the morning hours of our scheduled day of 

delivery for our son Carsen, little did we know these four 

letters would be spoken, much less applied to his day of 
birth.  It’s a place and a facility, where I’ve visited 

numerous times to offer any support possible to families.  
It’s a place where my Mendy and I now know firsthand, 

reside more than babies; fear is in no short supply within 
those walls.  It’s a most powerful combination of four 

letters one could possibly see. 
P.R.A.Y. - You beg people, God’s people, those who see 

the power and glory of the God of heaven; you beg these 

people to fall and approach His throne with boldness, and 
from the depth of their hearts, cry out to the 

distinctiveness of His might, and answer your call for 
help.  Somehow, when you have reached the moment 

where prayer becomes, “all you can do” it finds a way to 
satisfy your heart and be enough.  We prayed before our 

Carsen came into this world, we prayed while he was 
coming into this world, and we prayed once he was in 

this world.  Family, friends, loved ones, strangers…they 

all prayed.  They’ll never know the depth of our gratitude.   

L.O.V.E. - God’s Holy Spirit rightly said love will 

“bear all things, believe all things, hope all things, 
endure all things.  Love never fails” (I Corinthians 

13:8).  Love has had to be allowed its place of 
purpose, to bear and endure all things, even the 

things you dread, the very things you don’t expect, 
and the exact things you’d never wish for.  Love has 

to be permitted it’s place to see you through those 
dark moments.  Love has to be allowed to believe 

relief will come, and hope (expect) God’s glory to be 

shown.  Love has to stand in the face of the very 
FEAR which resides in a NICU, or a new scenario, or 

a place in your life you’ve never been, and work 
perhaps it’s mightiest work of all, to cast out fear (I 

John 4:17).  How can we tell you, all you who read 
these words, have offered your prayers, and sent 

your love in person or in spirit…how can we tell you 
we love you?  We have no words, we have no other 

way, simply, we love you…I hope you know.   

W.I.F.E. - These four letters hold the power to become 

one of the greatest forces known to the world:  mother.  
Her resolve becomes unwavering and her energy, 

unending.  The wife of Proverbs 31, became the mother 
who spoke great words of wisdom.  She called her son, 

the son of “her womb” (Proverbs 31:2).  For a mother, 
that which leaves her womb will always remain a part of 

her.  When that part of her is hurting or in danger, than  

all of her is consumed with easing the pain.  Why?  

Because they are the “son of my vows” (vs. 2).  
Spoken or not, a mother’s vow is for her life to 

always provide for the life which came from her 
womb.  She begins as a wife, and is transformed 

into an image of divine devotion — mother.   



I Surrender All… 

 
Weekly  Challenge:  

 

THE FATHER AND DAUGHTER RETREAT was a 

whole lot of fun.  Over 40 ended up at the 
McDonald Farm in Beaverdam.  As always, thanks 

to Bill McDonald for hosting this special time!  The 
Lad and Dad is scheduled for April 24-25!  Plan 

now to join us! 

 SEVERAL EVENTS COMING UP!  The first 
weekend in April we will have the Kite Flight, 

Cookout and Egg Hunt.  Just like last year we will 
have it on Saturday, except this year it will be 

held at Camp Meribah.  We will have games and 
kite flying at 10:00, burgers and dogs at 11:30, 

and egg hunting begins at 12.  If you would like 

to contribute some eggs for hunting, chocolate 
bunnies or other goodies for prizes, or anything 

else, please drop those off on Sunday at my office 
door or  bring those by the church office anytime! 

 THE NEXT FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE SENIOR 

SAINTS BANQUET, formerly the Golden Age 
Banquet.  We will have this time of honor on 

Friday night, April 10 in the Fellowship Hall 
beginning at 6:30.  This is always a highlight for 

both the Senior Saints and the Youth Group.  It 
will be an unforgettable night of delicious food, 

great entertainment, and many memories!  

 THE THIRD WEEKEND WILL BE THE 
JUNIOR HIGH RETREAT!  This year we return to 

Nathan Bedford Forest State Park in Camden.  We 
will have applications coming out next week 

detailing more information.  Cost will be $40 that 

will cover lodging, food, a t-shirt, transportation, 
and everything else for the weekend.  Plans are 

already in the process to make it an amazing 
weekend that will help us study our theme for the 

year of, I Surrender All!  Look for those 

applications next week! 
 “THE REASON WHY many are still 

troubled, still seeking, still making little forward 
progress is because they haven't yet come to the 

end of themselves. We're still trying to give 
orders, and interfering with God's work within us. 

” ― A.W. Tozer.  How often do we get in the way 

of our Christianity?  We think we can do better 
under our own rules, under our own assumptions.  

In turn we sell our lives short for self satisfaction 
and deny the life changing power from the One 

who knows us best and the One who desires the best for us, “...I 

have come that they may have life, and that they may have it 
more abundantly.” -John 10:10. Surrender all, and follow His 

path, -Craig 

March 22-28 

Spring Break 

April 2 

Prayer 

Breakfast  
Lighthouse 

7:00am 

April 4 

Family 

Cookout, Kite 

Flight &  

Egg Hunt  
Camp Meribah 

10:00-12:30 

April 8 

Lighthouse  
Lauren Hunt 

5:00-7:00 

April 10 

Senior Saints 

Banquet  
Fellowship Hall 

6:30 

April 12 

Junior High 

Fireside  
Jared Brown 

@ The Lodge 

7:00-9:00 

April 17-19 

Junior High 

Spring 

Retreat  
NBF State Park 

April 19 

Senior High 

Fireside  
Riley & Reagan 

Qualls 

7:00-9:00 

April 22 

Lighthouse 
Patrick & Anita 

Allen 

5:00-7:00 

April 24-25 

Lad & Dad  
McDonald Farm 

Beaverdam-6:00 

 

March Events 
 
...March 23-27  
School System Spring Break 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
March 29, 2015     

5th Sunday Picnic Potluck 
Bring Picnic Foods 

Fried Chicken, Barbeque, Baked 

Beans, Potato Salad, Chips & 

Desserts 
In The Fellowship Hall at 11:00 A.M. 

 No 6 P.M. Worship  

Vases Needed For Hospice 

Each week, volunteers arrange 

and deliver fresh flowers to 
hospice patients in your 
community. These flowers 
brighten an otherwise dark day. 

This ministry, though simple, makes a 
tremendous impact. Our flower ministry 
is 100 % underwritten by donations of 
flowers, vases, and time. Avalon Hospice 
is in need of vases. The Centerville 
Church of Christ will be collecting vases 
in the lobby until March 31.  There is a 
box to place your vases in.  

Thank you for your help ! 

Sunday Matthew 26 

Monday John 4 

Tuesday Acts 16 

Wednesday Ephesians 5 

Thursday Colossians 3 

Friday 
 

Hebrews 13 

Saturday I Corinthians  
11-14 



CONTRIBUTION  
$ 10,973.05 

BUDGET     
$ 12,651.oo 

  Camp Meribah   
$ 200.00 

The following are recovering from 

surgery or dealing with an illness: 

Margaret James, De’Ja Sanders, Shelia 

Rochelle, Ruth Claud, Peggy Feichtinger, 

Gabriel Roberson,Janice Beard, Karen 

Reagan Bradley, Lisa Littlejohn, Marie 

Landon, Gerdi Beaman, Rachel Bradley, 

Barbara Baker, Sheryl Elkins, Roger 

Dotson, Amanda Mathis, Richard Tate, 

Henrietta Rochelle, Jeff Denton. 

Home: Georgia Moss, Pauline 
Jimerson, Lorraine Loveless,   Willie 
B. Coates, Sammye Elrod, Jean 
Plemmons, Demetria Barner, Martha 
Jo Wallace, Floyd Powell, Stephen 
Church, Charles Minick, Lula Mae 
Gilliam, Edward Loveless, Margaret 
McCord, Dorothy Easley, J.W. & Sue 
Roder, Troy Parks. 

Nursing Home Residents: 

 Life Care Center: Norma Nicks, 
Pauline Tilley, Larry Talley, Lucille 

Breece,Nellie Kalosis, Helen 
Hudgins, Lucy Noles, Stella Greer,  
Paul Litton, Elsie Mathis, Thelma 
Chessor  
Dickson Nursing Home: 
James Clifton Thornton  
Hickman County Nursing Home: 
Eltie Davis 
Vanderbilt Stallworth: 
Paige Wrenne 
Dickson Health and Rehab.: 
Ewen Sullivan 
Perry County Nursing Home: 
Lucille Talley 

              Thank You 

Memorial  

Please Pray For:  
Ba     Sympathy 
......We express our sympathy to 
the family of Larry King who 
passed away. He was the brother-

in-law of Shirley King.                               

...Terry Johnston, son of Ann Johnston ,    
spent several days in  Maury Regional 
Hospital due to a stroke.  He is now at 
Lewis County Manor for therapy.  
...Martha Jo Wallace will have back 

surgery Wednesday, March 25th at St. 
Thomas Mid-town.  
…Carsen McAlister, newborn son of 
Bryan and Mendy, is in the NICU at 
Vanderbilt Hospital due to breathing 
problems. He is improving daily.    
...16th month old Tatum Brown, 
daughter of Tyler & Audrey Brown,  
spent a couple of days in Vanderbilt 
Children’s Hospital due to suffering 
seizures. She has returned home. 
...Doris Claud spent a couple of days in 
St. Thomas West suffering from 
dehydration from a virus. He is at home 
and improving.  
...Steve Turner is recovering from heart 
bypass surgery and doing well.   
...Paige Wrenne, granddaughter of 
Farris & Barbara Baker, has improved 
and was able to go home.   
...Crystal Thornton, daughter of Theresa 
Drew, spent a couple of days is in 
Vanderbilt Hospital with heart 
problems. She is at home and 
improving. 
...Roger Dotson will have a scan 
Wednesday, March 25th. 
...Minnie Sue Baker is in Grace 
Healthcare of Franklin, 1287 W Main 
Street, Franklin, Tennessee 37064. 
Room number 23.  
...Melvin Roberson is recovering from 

surgery .  

          A Baby Boy ! 

The family of Guy 
Barber would like you 
to join them as the 
celebrate his 80th 
birthday Saturday, April 

4th from 2-4 P.M.  at  the Outreach 
Center .  

...The last publication of the 

Messenger that will be mailed through 

the postal service will be April 1st. If 

you would like to be included on the 

emailing list please contact the office. 

It was announced at the beginning of 

the year that the weekly mailing of 

the Messenger would be discontinued 

after the first quarter of 2015. The 

overall cost of continuing this service 

is an expense that has an absolute 

impact on the annual budget. The 

Messenger will continue to be available 

weekly on our website, email, church 

office, and church foyer. We will also 

have copies available in the Hospital, 

Nursing Homes, and Tulipwood 

Lobbies. If you know of someone 

personally that would enjoy a copy of 

the Messenger, you are encouraged to 

mail them one or better yet make a 

visit.  

  Birthday Celebration! 

Congratulations to Bryan & Mendy 
McAlister on the birth of a son, 
Carsen Duane McAlister. Carsen 
was born Friday, March 20, 2015. 
He weighed 7lbs. and is  20    
inches long. Proud grandparents 
are Steve & Cheryl Karraker and  
Bob & Kristie McAlister.    

Mary Katherine Bates writes:“ A big 

“Thank You” to those who hosted 
the Widows and Widowers Dinner. It 
was an enjoyable evening and nice 
to be remembered in this special 
way. In Christian Love…”  
Polly Lancaster writes: “I want to 
thank everyone that sent me a card 
for my 85th birthday. There is 
nothing like being a part of the 
Centerville Church of Christ. God 
Bless.” 
Minnie Powers & Family write: 
“Thank you so very much for the 
cards, calls and every kindness 
shown at the death of my sister, 
Sarah Boehms, and especially for 

your prayers.” 

...A memorial has been given to the 
C a m p  M e r i b a h  M a c k e n d o x 
Playground   in memory of Clara 
French and Sara Ann Boehms by 
Doug & Maxine Shepherd. 
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Prayer Week of March 29 
S.M.W.                                        S.M.D 

 Wayne Chessor                           Randy James                        
 S.E.W.                                          S.E.D.  

 Marty Smith                            Jimmy Reece                                                                           
W.E.B.S.                                     W.E.D.                                                                        

 Eric Coleman                          Jacob Petrowski                                                                        

Life-Line 

Daily Updates & Devotional 

Message   931-729-5055,  

              931-729-0022 

 READ SCRIPTURE  
   March 29                 Bob McDonald              

          April 5                Ward Mayberry                           

Wait on Table  
5th Sunday 

 
Daniel Dressler 

Right Side 
Eric Nash 

Robert Bowman 
Michael Horner 

Clay Chessor 
Left Side 

Phillip Allen 
Eric Coleman 
Patrick Allen 
Eric Mayberry  

Alternates 
Marshall Spencer 

Samuel Gilbert 

Prepare Communion 

 
3/29  Shane & Tammy Willis 

Our Elders  
   

Mike Elkins Lonnie Gilliam 

Wayne Qualls 

Bill McDonald 

Gary Gatewood 

Mike Goodpasture 

Shane Willis 

 Elders’ Prayer  
3/29   Wayne Qualls 

...The Brushy Church of Christ invites you to 
attend a Special 5th Sunday Service March 
29, 2015. Speaker: Jeremy Butt 9 A.M. Bible 
Class “ The Dark Side” 10 A.M. Worship: “ I 
Am On The Lord’s Side” Followed by a 
fellowship meal. 1 P.M. Evening Worship “The 
Victory is Ours”   
...All Ladies are invited to attend the annual 
Ladies’ Day at the Poplar Grove Church of 
Christ Humphreys County, Tennessee Topic: 
Things Aren’t Always As They Seem” Speaker: 
Pat Palmer Saturday, April 11, 2015 . 
Registration begins at 9:00 A.M. Program 
begins at 9:30 A.M. Luncheon following the 
program. 
...Benefit for Gabriel Roberson  April 11, 2015 
Stables Event Center 1726 Hwy. 100 
Centerville, Tennessee  Doors open at 12 
noon and the music starts at 3 PM ! Musical 
guests include: Bucky Barrett, Station Joe, 
Bob Lambert, Band Angelica, ETF Band and 
Angie Laster. There will be a bake sale, silent 
auction, face painting for the kids ! Gabriel’s 
Superheroes will be on site to take pictures !  

Area Events  


